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To t h e  Honorable, t h e  C i t y  Council:  

I n  accordance wi th  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  C i t y  Counci l  I have d u r i n g  
t h e  p a s t  weeks reviewed i n  d e t a i l  t h e  material  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  two 
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  conducted by t h e  C i t y  Council and a l s o  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
provided by both t h e  proponents  and opponents o f  D . N . A .  g e n e t i c  r e s e a r c h .  
The Council has  r eques t ed  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  Manager e s t a b l i s h  a Cambridge 
Experimentation Review Board and p r e p a r e  a p l a n  for t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  Board. 

Many recommendations have been inade t o  me from many s o u r c e s  
concerning t h e  make-up o f  t h e  board. There were “Lose who f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  board should c o n s i s t  o f  both p-roporicnts and opponents t o  t h e  
exper imenta t ion  3nd some n e u t r a l  c i t i z e n s .  After some d e l i b e r a t i o n  
I r e j e c t e d  t h i s  approach because it would t e n d  t o  s e t  u p  a n t a g o n i s t i c  
p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  committee whose approach would h e  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  
sway n e u t r a l  members. Others  f e l t  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  experjrnentat ions t o  
take p l a c e  were o f  a s c i e n t i f i c  n a t u r e  and ex t remely  conplex t h a t  t h e  
committee should c o n s i s t  o f  knowledgeable s c i e n t i s t s ,  b i o l o g i s t s  and 
g e n e t i c i s t s  who would approach t h e  problem s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  and come 
t o  a conclusion.  I r e j e c t e d  t h i s  approach as w e l l  f o r  t h e  i s s u e  is 
b e f o r e  us Qecause o f  a d i s p u t e  w i t h i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c . c o m m u n i t y  as t o  
t h e  hazards  involved and it  would b e  extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  know- 
l edgeab le  s c i e n t i s t s  who d i d  n o t  have preconceived views on the s u b j e c t .  

S i n c e  t h e  i s sue  has  been l a i s e d  by many who have expresscd  concern 
about t h e  p o t e n t i a l  hazards  of exper imenta t ion  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Cambridge, 
and t h e  problems t h a t  can be g e n e r a t e d - b y  s c i c n t i s t s  who havc c? s e l f  i n t e r e s t  
i n  expe r imen ta t ion  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  expe r imen ta t ion ,  i t  seertied on ly  r easonab le  
t o  create  a committee o f  Cambridge c i t izens  who could approach t h e  s u b j e c t  
i n  an un?.lased manner  and i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  s a f c t y  is a t  a l l  times 
t h e  forerAkb,st c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
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I t h e r e f o r e  c o n t a c t e d  a number o f  Cambridge r e s i d e n t s  from d i f f e r e n t  
walks of  l i f e  and d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Community t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e y  
cons ide r  s e r v i c e  on t h e  committee. 
c i t i z e n s  have agreed  t o  s e r v e :  

I am p leased  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  fo l lowing  

1. Dr. F r a n c i s  Comunale - Commissioner o f  Heal th  and H o s p i t a l s ,  
c h a i r p e r s o n .  

2. Mary Nicoloro  - 15 Harding S t r e e t ,  member Well ington-Harr ington 
C i t i z e n s  Committee, Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  of Cambridge Family 
and C h i l d r e n ' s  S e r v i c e s .  

3. Sr. Mary L u c i l l e  Banach - 799 Concord Avenue, S e c r e t a r y  t o  the 
Boarci o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  Sanc ta  Maria H o s p i t a l .  

4. Sheldon Krimsky - 59 Sacramento S t r e e t ,  Assoc ia t e  D i r e c t o r ,  
Program i n  Urban, S o c i a l ,  and Environmental  P o l i c y ,  T u f t s  
U n i v e r s i t y .  

5.. Daniel  J. Hayes - 60 Rindge Avenue, v i c e - c h a i r p e r s o n ,  Business-  
m a n ,  former Mayor and C i t y  Coun.cillor. 

6 .  W i l l i a m  J. Le Messur ie r  - 94 B r a t t l e  S t r e e t ,  P a r t n e r  - 
L e  b l e s su r i e r  Assoc ia t e s  - S t r u c t u r a l  Engineers .  

7 .  C o r n e l i a  h%eeler  - 123 Coolidge H i l l ,  former, c h a i r p e r s o n  
Hea l th  and H o s p i t a l s  Committee; former C i t y  Counc i l lo r .  

8 .  D r .  John L. Brusch - 831 Flassachuset ts  Avenue, Medical Doctor,  
. Board C e r t i f i e d  i n  I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases .  

9. Constance Hughes - 24 Gorhzm S t r e e t ,  P u b l i c  Heal th  Nurse and 
S o c i a l  Worker. 

Respons ib i ly  o f  t h e  Board 

The broad' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Experimentat ion Review Board s h a l l  
be t o  c o n s i d e r  whether  r e s e a r c h  on recombinant D . N . A .  which i s  proposed 
t o  be conducted a t  t h e  P 3  l e v e l  o f  containment  i n  Cambridge may have any 
adverse  e f f e c t  on p u b l i c  h e a l t h  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y ,  and f o r  t h i s  purpose t o  
under take ,  among o t h e r  s t u d i e s ,  t o :  

(a) review t h e  "Decision o f  t h e  D i r e c t o r ,  Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  
of Hea l th  t o  Release Guide l ines  f o r  Research on Recombinant 
D.N.A. Molecules" d a t e d  and r e l e a s e d  on June  23,  1976; 

rev iew b u t  n o t  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  methods of p h y s i c a l  and 
b i o l o g i c a l  Containment reconmended by the .  N .  I .tl. ; 

(b] 
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(c) review methods f o r  n o n i t o r j n g  coniplinncc with app1ic;tble 
p rocedura l  s a f e g u a r d s ;  

review methods f o r  monitorin);  compl i a n c c  w i t h  safeguards 
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  p h y s i c a l  containment;  

(d) 

( e )  rcview proccdures  f o r  hand l ing  a c c i d e n t s  ( c .g .  f i r e )  j n  
recor:lbir?aiit D . N . A .  r e s e a r c h  f a c i  1 i t  i es ; 

(f) a d v i s e  t h e  Connissiorier of I leal th  and l i o s p i t a l s  on the 
reviews, f i n d i n g s  and reconmicndations . 

Powers o f  t h e  Board 

I n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  the Board s h a l l  b c  empowered 
t o  : 

(a) employ such s c i e n t i f i c  and o t h e r  c o n s u l t a n t s  and such 
c ler ical  a s s i s t a n c e  a s  i t  ma!’ determine  i s  necessary  
t o  ass i s t  it w i t h  the approval of  t h e  C i t y  blanager; 

(b) through i t s  c h a i r p e r s o n  i t  may. ask f o r  and r e c e i v e  
r e p o r t s  from the  biohazard cormj t t e e  o f  Harvar-d and 
M. I .T .  ; 

(c) through i t s  c h a i r p e r s o n  it may ask  f o r  and r e c e i v e  
in fo rma t ion  from o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  sources ; .  ’ 

(d) may ask f o r  and r e c e i v e  p l a n s  f o r  l a b o r a t o r y  des ip is  
and m o d i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  P 3  l e v e l  containment;  

( e )  may c a l l  upon t h e  a d v i c e  and counsel  o f  t h o s e  in the 
employ of t h c  C i t y  with t h e  approval  of t h e  C i t y  bfanager; 

should e s t a b l i s h  a procedure whereby t h c  c o m i i t t e e  m3y 
request and r e c e i v e  a d v i c e ,  r e p o r t s ,  and opinior,s from 
f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  and l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  and from c i t i z e n s  o f  

f f )  

’ Canbridge and o the r  i n t e r e s t e d  people;. 

( g )  may a l s o  r e c e i v e  and respond t o  questions and concerns 
of c i  t i ze r i s  o f  Cambridge r e g a r d i n g  recombinant D . N . A .  
r e s e a r c h .  

Re la t ionsh ip  of  t h e  Board t o  t h e  I n t e r n a l  Bio-Hazard Committees a t  Harvard 
and bf. I .T. 

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  Board and t h e  Biohazards 
Cornllittees o f  Harvard and E.11’1’ that. are a l r e a d y  b u i l t  i n t o  the  f u n c t i o n s  
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of t h e  Board i t s e l f ,  t h e  fo l lowing  a d d i t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  are t o  be 
reques ted  of t h e  Universit ies:  

The Commissioner o f  Hea l th  and H o s p i t a l s  o r  h i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  be i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  any and 
a l l  meetings o f  t h e  Harvard and NIT Biohazards 
Committees; 

Not ices  o f  a l l  meet ings ,  whether  r e g u l a r  or s p e c i a l ,  of  
the. u n i v e r s i t i e s '  Biohazards Committees sha l l  be  s e n t  
t o  . t h e  Commissioner o f  Heal th  and H o s p i t a l s ;  

Copies o f  a l l  l o c a l  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  p r a c t i c e s  and 
procedures  r e l a t e d  t o  recombinant D.  N .  A .  r e sea rch  
a t  a l l  l e v e l s  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  Commissioner; 

Copies of t h e  minutes  of  a l l  meet ings o f  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t i e s '  Biohazards Committees s h a l l  be s e n t  
promptly t o  t h e  Heal th  Commissioner; 

A l l  p l a n s  f o r  des igns  a n d  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  of containment  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  i f  any, s h a l l  be s e n t  t o  t h e  Commissioner 
of Heal th  and H o s p i t a l s  and t h e  Cambridge 'Bui lding 
Commissioner; 

Each of t h e  u n i v e r s i t i c s '  Biohazards Committees s h a l l  
r e n d e r  t o  t h e  Comiiissioner of Heal th  and H o s p i t a l s  i n  
summary form a t  t h e  c l o s e  of each academic year  an 
annual  r e p o r t  o f  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The Committee h a s  been provided  w i t h  cop ie s  o f  t h e  N I H ' p i d e l i n e s  
and s u b s t a n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  on both s i d e s  of  t h e  i s s u e .  The members have 
been advised  t o  review t h e  m a t e r i a l  p rovided .  They w i l l  hold t h e i r  f i r s t  
mcetirtg a t  t h e  c a l l  of the Cha i rman ,  Doctor F r a n c i s  Cornunale, 
sf Hcal th  and H o s p i t a l s .  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y - a n d  powers o f  t h e  Committee they  axe f r e e  t o  c a l l  upon 
a s s i s t a n c e  from many sources  i n  t h e  cour se  o f  t h e i r  s t u d y .  

Commissioncr 
As has been o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  

I t  i s  my b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  Committee as c o n s t i t u t e d  w i l l  thoroughly  
review t h e  s u b j e c t  and w i l l  p rov ide  t h e  Commissioner o f  Hcal th  and I-iospitals 
va luab le  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  problems wi th  r easonab le  recommendations f o r  
a cour se  of a c t i o n  t o  be adopted by t h e  C i t y  Government. 

R e m e c t f u l l v  submi t t ed ,  
e 

/.' Jabies L. Su l  l i v a n  

JLS/nwc 

C' y Manager (1" 


